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A series centering around "cloth" in Japan
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>>>NICE TO MEET JAPAN

Kim‘sugi

Pottery has an immeasurable value for those who
treasure it. Even pieces which are not generally
considered high quality or luxury items are treated as
family heirlooms, or rice bowls become keepsakes of
departed loved ones. Even when one of these pieces
is accidentally cracked, they just cannot be simply
thrown away.

"Kintsugi" is a uniquely Japanese traditional repair
method where cracked or chipped pottery is
reinforced with urushi Japanese lacquer, which is a
naturally derived adhesive, which is then flecked
with gold dust from above. Urushi lacquer has been
used for wooden items in the humid countries of Asia

since ancient times, but traditionally required very
strict humidity control. However in recent years
interest from the US, Europe, and the rest of the
world has led to new technological advances which
allow the lacquer to withstand even dry climates.

The practice of making these repairs something
strikingly beautiful lends the repaired pieces a
slightly different demeanor, and has made this
tradition much-loved in the worlds of tea ceremony
and antique art. It connects the pieces to those who
want to still continue treasuring and using these
dishes for a long, long time, and is a living, breathing
example of human wisdom.
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Collaboration - Kintsugi Studio RIUM

(Shimogyo Ward, Kyoto kintsugi-rium.jp): Located in one corner
of a hotel which is located in a renovated traditional building,
Kintsugi Studio RIUM holds demonstrations of kintsugi
techniques in its open studio, allowing tourists and others to
experience traditional Japanese-techniques up-close.

%1€/ Kintsugi Studio RIUM
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