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A series centering around "cloth" in Japan
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>>>NICE TO MEET JAPAN

Karuta

"Hyakunin Isshu" is a collection of "waka" (short verse
divided into a 5, 7, 5, 7, 7 syllable-per-line structure), compiled
in the first half of the 13th century. It was read by 100 poets
over a period of about 550 years from the Asuka period
(6th~7th century) to the early-modern period in Japan.

It is commonly known as "Karuta", which was created based
on this waka collection. Karuta is a traditional Japanese card
game that consists of a set of "yomifuda" and "torifuda". One
person reads top phrase of waka on yomifuda aloud, and the
others compete to take torifuda, in which bottom phrase is
written, on a table or floor.

The person who takes torifuda the most is the winner.

Among karuta, Hyakunin Isshu is very famous for the game
with family and friends, and is used as an opportunity to study

classics at school. In addition, there are national championship
tournaments called "Kyogi Karuta" for both men and women
divisions.

Hyakunin Isshu karuta consists of 200 cards, 100 each for
yomifuda and torifuda. On yomifuda, a waka is beautifully and
colorfully illustrated with the author's name and portrait. On
torifuda, the bottom part of waka is written in Hiragana,
Japanese characters. Hyakunin Isshu poems express the
author's feelings about the seasons, the beauty of nature, and
love in beautiful words.

So players can experience the beautiful sounds of Japanese,
study classical literature, and learn about the rich scenes of
Japan that were composed in the poems even today in the 21
century.
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